	State Report for: 
	Minnesota

	Reported by:
	Robert Murray

	Date of Meeting Report Being Presented
	March 18, 2008

	Current Membership Number for State Association
	2/2/08

Full – 271

Retired – 48

Student – 20

Other – 6

Total - 345

	Current NBEA Membership for State
	1/31/08
Professional – 161
Student – 9

Retired – 3

	Web Site Address:
	http://mbei-online.org

	List State Officers & Dates of Term (Please attach a board directory for your state association) 
President:  Mary Flesberg 2007-2008

Secretary:  Coralie Fiegel  2006-2008

Treasurer:  Leslie Bauman  2006-2008 

NCBEA Representative:  Robert Murray  2006-2009

Executive Director:  Dr. Robert H. Meyer  2007-2008


	

	Annual Convention Information (Dates, Location, any special events, workshops, etc.) If convention has already occurred, please give summary of attendance, program, etc.
MBEI Fall Convention 2007
“Cruise the Waters of Business Education” was the theme for our 41st Annual Convention held September 27-28 in Roseville.  The convention gave 165 Minnesota Business Educators the opportunity to experience new and exciting information that they could take back to their classrooms.  Conventions always provide the wonderful opportunity for professional growth and development and networking with other Business teachers. 
The Pre-cruise reception was in honor of Minnesota Business Educators, Inc’s (MBEI’s) Presidents, past and present. 

The cruise began with our keynote speaker, Robert Stevens, Founder and CEO of The Geek Squad.  He turned $200, a crazy idea, and his love for all thing technical into North America’s largest technology support company.  He took the boring world of computer support and made it famous.   

Other highlights of the cruise included numerous breakout sessions with topics of interest and value such as MN Bureau of Criminal Apprehension speaking about Internet Crimes Against Children; Video Production Techniques; Podcasting Basics for Educators; Career Decision Making; Managing Classroom Diversity; Building a High School Game/3D Animation Class; Teaching and Learning Online; Financial Literacy Programs; and Cultural Differences Between US and China—Effects on Business Relationships.   

The convention ended with the real thing, a cruise on the Mississippi river aboard the Magnolia Blossom.  We saw Minnehaha Park and Falls runoff, the High Bridge, a great view of water cascading over the dam and we passed through Lock & Dam #1. 
SPRING CONFERENCE 2008
The MBEI Spring Mini-Conference will be held on April 18, 2008 at Inver Hills Community College in Inver Grove Heights. The focus is “Technology” and the goal is for hands-on participation. Inver Hills is giving us access to computer labs that will accommodate each individual attendee—plus they have free parking. The 2008 MBEI Spring Mini-Conference is FREE to all current MBEI members!

	

	Other activities that have occurred since the last board meeting

	

	Ideas "to share" (If there is anything you believe your state has accomplished that can help other states, please describe below)

	

	Any activities that you personally have been involved in to promote your state, regional, or national association?
I staffed a promotion table at the Fall Convention which had 165 in attendance.  I gave away a current NBEA membership renewal and a new NBEA membership.

I also sent e-mails to 14 members reminding them that their membership should be renewed in January and February.

In an email to the majority of Minnesota Business Education teachers announcing that the NCBEA Newsletter was ready for viewing, I also reminded them that they should be members of MBEI and NBEA.

	

	Anything we have forgotten!

	

	Please remember to bring 10 copies of your state association's convention programs(s) to the Marketing/Linkages Committee chair as soon as it becomes available. 
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Southeast Division President
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Rochester Comm & Tech Col.
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