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As we cross the midpoint of this semester (at least at the college/university level), I reflect back on a busy and productive couple of months.  As I consider my decision to change careers from the world of business to the world of business education, I am more confident now than ever that this move was a good one.  I also have come to understand more fully now than ever the key role that business educators play in the future of our students, our society, and our quality of life.  In short, I have begun to realize the place where the worlds of business and education meet is business education.  This magical place is where we have the privilege of living and working every single day as business educators.  We are tasked with preparing those in our classrooms for the next steps in their lives.  This is a serious and important task, to be sure. My time as a graduate student in business and marketing education has been both challenging and rewarding.  As I move closer to graduation and licensure, I grow increasingly excited to join the ranks of professional business educators and to make a difference in the lives of my own students. 

Along this journey, I have become very aware of the importance of our professional business organizations. I knew of the power of these networking and professional development opportunities in the business world and I am very pleased with the strength of our organizations at all levels in business education.  I was fortunate to have attended and received a scholarship at my first state business education convention in late September.  The Wisconsin Business Education Association (WBEA) annual convention was held in Stevens Point, Wisconsin this year.  Four other business education students and I were presented with scholarship checks at the awards banquet on Friday evening.  Additionally, I had the opportunity to witness a handful of professional educators receive various awards for their commitment to our profession.  

While my scholarship reward was tangible in nature, perhaps the most valuable benefits of belonging to our professional organizations are those that are less concrete.  Throughout the WBEA convention, I had the opportunity to network with other professional in the field and learn from a wide variety of talented presenters in the various sectionals and workshops.  I was able to speak to other students and teachers about the benefits of becoming a member of the National Business Education Association (NBEA) and how this automatically makes them a member of the North Central Business Education Association (NCBEA).  I have similar discussions with my fellow classmates at the University of Wisconsin – Whitewater.  As we all know, a strong student membership base in both NBEA and NCBEA represents so much more than current students that are eager to learn more about their chosen profession.   It represents the very future of business education.  It represents our future teachers, leaders, and spokespeople.  From my vantage point, the future is in good hands.   
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