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A Message from the 

 
 
 

 
By Karen Drage, NCBEA President 

 

 

Councilwoman Edith Childs, the "little woman" from Greenwood, South Carolina, was the inspiration behind Barack 
hōŀƳŀΩǎ άCƛǊŜŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ wŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ Dƻέ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŎƘŀƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀƴǘ ƛƎƴƛǘŜŘ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎƳ ŀƴŘ ŜǳǇƘƻǊƛŀ 
throughout the nation. As members of the North Central Business Education Association, I ask you, NCBEA members--are 
you fired up and ready to go? 

NCBEA is leading the charge to bring back the enthusiasm and excitement for business education. Many of you may be 
thinking that given the state of our economy, it is difficult to get excited about anything. As with anything in our lives, we 
can choose to succumb to the negativism or embrace the enthusiasm. If you have ever worked or lived with someone 
that was always negative, you know that negativism can suck everyone around into a depressive mood. Emotions are 
contagious; and enthusiasm is invigorating. Our professional associations are the support system we need to keep us 
positive and invigorated in good times and bad. Yet, many business educators are pulling away from their state, regional, 
and national organizations. Instead of watching our valued business educators pull away, reach out and pull them in. We 
need each and every one of our business educators to keep our profession renewed and re-energized. NCBEA may be 
comprised of eight states and approximately 1,500 business educators but make no mistakeτNCBEA is one TEAM.  

If you are ready to share your passion with other business educators, you will want to register for the 2010 NCBEA 
conference which will be held in conjunction with the Minnesota Business Educators, Inc. conference in Bloomington, 
Minnesota, September 23 and 24. You will notice a few changes in the conference program this year. There are several 
b/.9! ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜΦ /ƻǊƛƴƴŜ Hoisington and Rita Brodnax will be presenting 
three special NCBEA sessions on Thursday evening to kick off the conference. The session topics include: 

 Continued on Page нΧ

A Publication of the North Central Business Education Association  

Vol. 42 No. 1                                 August  2010  Issue  

Pictures throughout the newsletter are submitted by NBEA, SIEC/ISBE, and NCBEA members.  NCBEA wishes to 

thank those who submitted images for publication.  A special thank you to Barb Bielenberg for her contributions. 
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The following Bylaws changes will be brought before the membership at the Annual Business Meeting in 

Minneapolis, Minnesota, September 24, 2010. 

During the Administrative Board Meeting in Columbus, Ohio, on October 29, 2009, the Bylaws and Standing Rules  

Committee moved ǘƻΣ άŎƘŀƴƎŜ ōȅƭŀǿ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ ·LΣ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ нΦ ¢ƘŜ ōȅƭŀǿǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ŜǾery year by the past 

ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘέ 

During the Administrative Board Virtual Meeting on August 10, 2010, Cathy Carruthers moved that the NCBEA 

president appoint a regional membership director to serve as the designated person to provide 

regional membership promotion and information and leadership to the NCBEA member states. 

During the Administrative Board Virtual Meeting on August 10, 2010, Linda Harper moved that an Ad Hoc 

Conference Committee be appointed. 

 

A message from the President, continued from Page 1 

Session 1 (6 pm-7 pm) 
Dr. Brodnax presents:  Differentiated Instruction for Teaching 21st Century Skill Sets 

Session 2 (7 pm-8 pm) 
Dr. Brodnax presents:  Brain Compatible Teaching: Be Sabotage Free 

Session 3 (8 pm-9 pm) 
Corinne Hoisington presents:  Hot Technologies & Web 2.0 

{ǇŀŎŜ ƛǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳǎ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘΦ CǊƛŘŀȅΩǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ 
include a variety of topics from presenters throughout the North Central region.  Corrine Hoisington will be presenting 
three more session topics throughout the day. A few of the other NCBEA session topics include Teaching the New Green 
Marketing, Cloud Computing, IB Business, and Classroom Ideas. There are over twenty sessions throughout the day in 
which to choose. In addition, there will be tours to Target Field and the Mall of America. A reception will be held on 
Thursday evening recognizing DPE members, the NBEA President, regional presidents, state presidents, and NCBEA past-
presidents. These social events as well as the awards luncheon are all included in your registration fee. You will have 
plenty of time to visit the exhibit area and also network with business educators from other states who are facing some 
of the same challenges and successes as your state. Promote the conference every chance you get. Include a slogan on 
ȅƻǳǊ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƭƛƴŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƳŀƛƭΣ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ²Ŝō ǎƛǘŜ---Ignite your passion for 
business education at the 2010 NCBEA Conference!  

There are many more reasons to get excited about NCBEA this year. Our newly elected board members are already 
making a difference. Cathy Carruthers, NBEA representative and NCBEA legislative committee chairperson is gearing up 
ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ aŀǊƎŀǊŜǘ 9ǊǘƘŀƭΣ b/.9!Ωǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ-elect is 
communicating with the state presidents in the region to form a stronger partnership with every state in the North 
Central region. Dena Irwin, NCBEA secretary, has hit the ground running with fresh ideas and contagious enthusiasm. Sue 
Elwood is spreading the word the NCBEA is here to stay with her duties as Webmaster and Newsletter editor. There are 
many more business educators in the North Central region that believe in NCBEA and are fired up and ready to go. I wish 
I could mention you all by name, but we know you are out there. You are the spark that ignites the passion in all of us.  

In closing, I implore you to not be the dud in the pack, be the spark!  Ignite your passion for business education. 

Sincerely, 

Karen Drage 
NCBEA President 

   

Ignite your passion for business education at the  

2010 NCBEA Conference!  
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Greetings from the 
 
 
 

 

By Madge Gregg 

NBEA President 
 

 
 
 

Here it is, that time of year again, the beginning of a 
new school year.  Whether it is your first, tenth, or 
thirtieth year in teaching, it is time to ignite the passion 
that led you into education in the first place.  It is 
important that you renew your passion so you can ensure 
that your students obtain the best educational 
experiences you can offer. One of the best ways to renew 
that passion ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ b/.9!Ωǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ Cŀƭƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ 
I look forward to seeing many of you in Bloomington, 
Minnesota on September 23-24 for MBEI-OPOLY!  Your 
Fall Conference has everything needed for an outstanding 
meetingτan intriguing theme, a progressive keynote 
speaker and session topics that are thought-provoking 
and forward looking. 

As a member of NBEA, you have a plethora of 
resources that will keep you up-to-date and informed 
about issues and trends in business education.  You can 
update your curriculum, a little or a lot with lesson plans 
and instructional strategies using publications provided by 
NBEA.  Publications such as Keying In, Business Education 
Forum and the NBEA Yearbooks, contain everything 
needed to help you in the development of a single 
classroom project to extensive curriculum writing.  The 
recent release of Creative Teaching Ideas offers a wide 
variety of instructional plans for all business education 
content areas, written by classroom teachers from around 
the country.   Share these resources with your colleagues 
who have not yet joined NBEA and encourage them to 
join, so they too, can reap the benefits of NBEA 
membership. 

Take time to identify excellence in your state and 
region by nominating and submitting applications to the 
NBEA Awards Program. Each year NBEA accepts 
nominations for outstanding individuals for the following 
award categories:  Middle School Teacher of the Year, 
Secondary Teacher of the Year, Postsecondary Teacher of 
the Year, Collegiate or University Teacher of the Year, 
Distinguished Service Award for an Administrator or 

Supervisor, and a Distinguished Service Award.  Award 
recipients are honored at the Awards Luncheon at the 
Annual NBEA Convention and applications are available on 
the NBEA website. We all know colleagues and friends 
who are dynamic business teachers and supervisors; take 
a moment to complete a nomination form. 

  And, for all high school teachers, charter a 
National Business Honor Society Chapter. The newest 
benefit to secondary business education teachers is the 
formation of the National Business Honor Society.  This is 
a wonderful opportunity to recognize your students for 
their academic excellence while raising the status of your 
program. Our students are deserving of this recognition 
and need it to stay competitive while applying for jobs, 
college and scholarships.  The criterion for student 
eligibility is the completion of three business courses and 
maintaining a 3.5 GPA in those courses, with an overall 
3.0 GPA.  There is a NBHS Start- up Kit on-line at nbea.org 
that makes it very easy to charter and establish a National 
Business Honor Society for your students. 

Of course, I am going to take this opportunity to 
officially invite you to attend the NBEA Convention, April 
19-23, 2011, in New Orleans at the New Orleans Marriott 
Hotel. The NBEA Convention Program Committee, under 
the leadership of Cynthia Greene, has planned an 
interesting, diverse, and dynamic convention. Concurrent 
sessions cover a variety of topics, such as Cloud 
Computing, Accommodating Students with Spectrum 
Disorders, Using Reality TV as an Instructional Tool, and 
Preparing Students for Careers in Gaming and Animation.  
NBEA has online registration but NBEA headquarters also 
accepts school purchase orders.  And after a day of 
intriguing general sessions, cutting edge workshops and 
concurrent sessions, come and enjoy the food, music, 
entertainment and culture that are uniquely New 
Orleans. 

And lastly, renew your commitment to business 
education. I am sure all of you have colleagues who are 
not NBEA members; take time to discuss with them the 
benefits of joining the premier organization for business 
education.   Mentor a colleague and set the expectation 
that being an NBEA member is part of their responsibility 
as a business educator.  We need to set the bar high to 
provide our students with the best business education 
has to offer. 

 
NBEA Member Information can be found at         

http://www.nbea.org/newsite/member/join.html

http://www.nbea.org/newsite/member/join.html
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Plan to attend!   Ë      Visit www.mbei-online.org for all the latest convention information.

file:///E:/NCBEA%20Summer%202010%20Newsletter/www.mbei-online.org


 

R
e
g

io
n

a
lly

 S
p

e
a
k
in

g
ñ

N
C

B
E

A
 N

e
w

s
le

tt
e
r
ñ

A
u

g
u

s
t

 2
0
1
0

 

5 

 



 

R
e
g

io
n

a
lly

 S
p

e
a
k
in

g
ñ

N
C

B
E

A
 N

e
w

s
le

tt
e
r
ñ

A
u

g
u

s
t

 2
0
1
0

 

6 

 

Ozark Technology Instructor 
 
 
 

 

Named National Business Education 
Association Middle School Teacher of the 
Year 

Mrs. Michelle Lindsey, a 
sixth grade technology 
instructor at Ozark Upper 
Elementary, was 
presented with the 
National Business 
Education Association 
Middle School Teacher of 
the Year Award in 
recognition for 
utstanding contributions 
in teaching business.  The 
award was presented by 
Awards Chair, Dr. Robert 
Blair, at the awards 

luncheon during the national convention in San Diego, 
California on Friday, April 2, 2010. 

Mrs. Lindsey has been a technology instructor at 
Ozark Upper Elementary for 11 years and previously 
taught high school business for six years in Mountain 
Grove, Missouri.  Her professional contributions include:  
representative on the North Central Business Education 
Association (NCBEA) Board and former President of the 
Missouri Business Education Association.  Mrs. Lindsey 
has also been recognized as the Ozark Schools 
Elementary Teacher of the Year, NCBEA Middle School 
Teacher of the Year, Missouri Business Education 
Association Middle School Teacher of the Year, and 
Southwest Business Education Association Middle School 
Teacher of the Year.  She has presented numerous 
workshops for her school and at local, state, and 
national conferences.  In 2009, Mrs. Lindsey helped the 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ 5ƻǳƎ tƛǘǘΩǎ /ŀǊŜ ¢ƻ [ŜŀǊƴ 
Foundation to form the Care To Learn Ozark Chapter 
which provides for emergency health, hunger, and 
hygiene needs of students throughout the Ozark School 
District.  Mrs. Lindsey oversees the district program, 
coordinating a volunteer staff and serving over 140 
students weekly with food backpacks and providing over 
200 pieces of new clothing and shoes annually. 

Ozark Superintendent, Dr. Gordon Pace, 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘΣ άaƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ǎǘŀŦŦ 
members in her building in regard to trying new 

technology and working to engage students with the 
use of various technology methods.  Michelle is an 
effective business educator who goes above and 
beyond in her dedication to her teaching and to the 
students she serves.  She is a credit to Upper 
9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ hȊŀǊƪ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΦέ  
Ozark Upper Elementary Principal, Chris Bauman, 
ǎǘŀǘŜǎ aǊǎΦ [ƛƴŘǎŜȅΩǎ άǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƳŜƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
professional qualities has enabled Mrs. Lindsey to lead 
her colleagues and students from the business 
classroom to many other areas of our school.  It has 
allowed her to share with others her belief in the 
importance of business and its role in the school 
ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳΦέ   

aǊǎΦ [ƛƴŘǎŜȅ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ άL ŀƳ ƘǳƳōƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŘ 
to be recognized among such an elite group.  Our 
district motto is:  Every Child, Every Day, Whatever It 
Takes.  I am fortunate to work every day next to 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦ  LΩƳ ŀ ŦƛǊƳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ 
that you are only as good as the people around you 
and I have been blessed to be surrounded by 
outstanding people throughout my career, from my 
college professors to my wonderful friends and 
colleagues at Upper Elementary. None of what I do 
would be possible without the ongoing support of my 
husband, Duane, and my children who allow me to 
devote time to what I love.  I am so very thankful to 
the Ozark School District administration and school 
board, who encourage ongoing professional growth 
and provide the resources and opportunities to use 
innovative teaching strategies so we may put the 
ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘΦέ 

 

Congratulations Michelle! 
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Upcoming Conference  
 
 
 

 

By Linda Harper 

IL Representative 

 

 

The Illinois Business Education 
Association's 2010 Conference is November 3-5, 2010, in 
Effingham, Illinois, at the Keller Convention Center. The 
conference features secondary teachers, community 
college instructors, university professors, and other 
educators who share innovative programs and strategies 
that have been successful in their classrooms. This year's 
conference theme is "Rethink, Revise, and Re-energize." 
 
The Illinois Business Education Association's 2010 
Conference: 
 

¶ Offers 16 hands-on computer sessions 

¶ Will have over 35 concurrent sessions 

¶ Focuses on curriculum development and 
instructional methods 

¶ Addresses the needs of business teachers and 
instructors at the secondary and post-secondary 
levels 

 
Sessions will include topics such as: 
 

¶ Innovative teaching strategies 

¶ Office 2010 

¶ Engaging learning activities 

¶ International business 

¶ Keyboarding 

¶ Dual Credit 

¶ Office 2007 

¶ Personal finance 

¶ Economics 

¶ Digital photography 

¶ Business tours 
 
Visit our website at www.ibea.org 

 

News fromé 
 
 
 

 

By Jason 
Hendrickson 

IN Representative 

 

 

Greetings from Indiana, the 
ά/ǊƻǎǎǊƻŀŘǎ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀέΗ My 
name is Jason Hendrickson, and it is my pleasure to be 
ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΩǎ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ b.9!κb/.9! aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
Director for the 339 Indiana Business Education 
Association members.   

Indiana is proud to announce Amber Reed of Bremen, 
Indiana, as the president presiding for the 2010-2011 
fiscal year.    Indiana has followed tradition by offering 
some curriculum development for its middle and high 
school level educators this past summer.  Our Annual 
¢ŜŎƘ /ŀƳǇ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ ōȅ L¦t¦LΩǎ 
Technology and Engineering Department and Dr. Joy 
Starks.  Four tracks were offered this year with record 
numbers in attendance.  Our Annual November 
Conference will be held at the Wyndham Indianapolis 
West Hotel, November 19-20, 2010.   Please find 
ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀƴŀΩǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳent 
opportunities via our website at:  www.ind-ibea.org.   

Other news in Indiana includes the appointment of 
Eric Ogle, Program Specialist at the Indiana 
Department of Education for Business and Marketing 
Education.  Eric is not new to the Department of 
Education as he was formerly a Licensing Processing 
Specialist within the Office of Educator Licensing and 
Development. He graduated from the University of 
New Orleans in 2008 with a Bachelor of Science in 
Entrepreneurship and a Bachelor of Science in 
Management. He is originally from Columbus, Indiana 
and graduated from Columbus North High School in 
2003. He has a passion for business and strives to 
increase the amount of resources available to students 
and educators so future generations can help grow our 
global economy.  Indiana Business Education 
Association (IBEA) would like to welcome Eric to the 
department and looks forward to our joint efforts in 
keeping business education thriving in Indiana. 

Continued on Page 8Χ 

Keynote speaker, Jim "The Rookie" 

Morris' presented an inspirational 

and transformational message 

about following your dreams and 

having a game plan for success at 

the 2010 NBEA Convention in San 

Diego, California. 

http://www.ibea.org/
http://www.ind-ibea.org/
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News from Indiana, continued from Page 7 

In final notes, Indiana is proud to announce Dena Irwin, 

LƴŘƛŀƴŀΩǎ Past President, in her new adventure as our 

NCBEA incoming Secretary.  Dena has served on the 

LƴŘƛŀƴŀ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 9Ȅecutive Board 

and other various educational leadership teams.  Good 

Luck Dena on your term; we know you will be very 

successful! Questions in regards to Indiana Business 

Education Association and its membership can be 

directed to Jason Hendrickson, Indiana NBEA/NCBEA 

Membership Director at jhendrickson@danville.k12.in.us. 

 

 

News fromé 
 
 
 

 

By Lou Ann Knorr 

IA Representative 

 
Iowa Business Education Association (IBEA), together 
with Iowa Association for Career and Technical 
Education (IACTE), is sponsoring a Unified Conference 
this October at the Marriott in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. "A 
New Vision for CTE - Reflect, Transform and Lead" IACTE 
conference is from October 7-8; sessions include 
Leadership in CTE, Marketing CTE Programs, Workplace 
Connections, Technical Skill Attainment, and more. "Ride 
the Wave" IBEA conference is from October 8-9; sessions 
include Using Google Docs in the Classroom, Resources 
for Small Business, Practicing Good Assessment, 
Computer Security, Perkins 101, and much more! 
Presenters from business and education have been 
scheduled from across Iowa and beyond. IBEA members 
have the opportunity to obtain one graduate credit by 
attending sessions and participating in online 
coursework.  

This Unified Conference offers exciting educational 
opportunities that will develop you professionally and 
personally. I encourage all of our Iowa business 
educators to share this conference information with 
their fellow CTE colleagues and register now to attend. 
For those of you who are outside of Iowa and find Cedar 
Rapids close to you, I cordially invite you to join us in 
Iowa. The conference fee is less if you register before 
September 20. You can find all the details for 
registration and lodging at www.ibeaonline.org. 

 

Upcoming Conferenceé 
 
 
 

 

By Robert Murray 

MN Representative 
 

Minnesota business educators are hard at 
work planning, preparing, and promoting the 
upcoming MBEI/NCBEA Convention, 
September 23-24 in Bloomington, Minnesota.  
The convention committee has put together an 
outstanding program. 

The convention offers a variety of breakout 
sessions, designed to provide business 
educators with important information 
regarding business, technology, marketing, and 
of course, pedagogy.  As always, this 
convention will provide time for networking 
with business education teachers from around 
the region. 

Plus, being in the great state of Minnesota, 
convention attendees have an additional 
opportunity to tour the Mall of America or 
Target Field, and learn about operation of 
these two major Minnesota attractions.   

The convention features some exciting 
presenters, such as Dr. Rita Brodnax and 
Corinne Hoisington.  Robert Stevens, founder 
and Chief Geek of Geek Squad, will be 
ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ miss keynote address. 

All business educators from around the region 
are encouraged to attend.  Mark your calendar 
ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƴƻǿ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǘΦ  
Stay the weekend if you have the time! 

 

Conference Highlightsé 
 
 
 

 

By Michelle Lindsay 

MO Representative 
 

Missouri held its state 

conference July 23-26 in 

Springfield, Missouri.  Our 

attendance numbers were  

Continued on Page 9Χ 

mailto:jhendrickson@danville.k12.in.us



